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Should the banished king lead an army at once
against his foes ? Or should he try the effect of
another messenger of peace ?

Then arose the elder brother of Krishna, and his
counsel was for peace. Let them send an envoy to
Duryodhan appealing to his sense of justice and
asking for a frank declaration of his intentions ;
let him plead the cause of Yudhishthir, relying upon
the known sympathy of the blind old monarch and
of Drona, as well as the nobility of heart of the
warrior Kama. After all, Duryodhan was the prince
in possession, and Yudhishthir was a suppliant whose
cause was weakened by the fact that he had, in an
evil moment, yielded to the gambler's vice.

The last words of this speech roused the scorn
and anger of a certain monarch named Satyaki, and
he cried, " Shame upon the feeble counsel of the
would-be friend, who merely pleads the cause of
Duryodhan. Why cast further blame upon the wise
Yudhishthir, whose patience and fortitude have now
entirely expiated the momentary fault of thirteen
years ago ? As a king he must boldly claim his
throne and kingdom, and my counsel is for open
war to be begun at once and stoutly carried to a
successful end. Duryodhan's falseness is his weak-
ness, and he will fall before us. Who can stand before
the shafts of the archer Arjun or the whirling disc
of Krishna ? Let us speed to our righteous duty, for
to beg a favour from such a foe as Duryodhan is
weakness beneath contempt/'

The speaker ceased, and the eyes of all turned to